
tend (shameless plug) we were studying 
James chapter 2 where favoritism is for-
bidden. The well to do should not be 
treated any better than the poor. We 
discussed how we can do the right thing 
by  not elevating the prosperous, but 
still have in the back of our minds hid-
den admiration or even intimidation for 
one who is economically successful, 
while looking down on someone who 
has less. 
  I have such thoughts. I do not 
believe them to be solid or intentional, 
possibly not even thoughts. They come 
from a dark cold corner of my mind of 
which I do not like to admit that I fre-
quent. On the well weathered sign over 
the entrance, I can just barely see the 
words that are still on it; ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
ƻŦ aƛƪŜέ When entering, it somehow 
changes me from a spirit filled Christian 
to a self absorbed church goer. Proper 
associations with the proper people are 
then obviously beneficial. My wife and 
kids get treated better with the proper 
audience, and my performance looks 
great while on stage. (That reminds me, I 
really need to fire the guy running my 
teleprompter, he must have lied on his 
resume) 
 It is also a given that while I am 
there I am going to need to hide my 
faith from a watching world. After all, 
how could a kingdom have two kings. I 
am wearing the most expensive and best 
parachute God could possibly provide, 
and I cover it up with a robe of worldli-
ness so I can properly rule. Sitting on my 
own throne with that strapped to my 
ōŀŎƪ ŀƛƴΩǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ ōǳǘ L ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳπ
fortable. How shameful. I could be 
showing others how to be saved from 
their free fall if I had more of a burden 
for the lost and not my own self elevat-
ing and protection. Yet I turn from the 

masses, and  give my best attempt 
not to look back. 
 tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мсΥн ǊŜŀŘǎ ά!ƭƭ ŀ 
ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ 
but motives are weighed by the 
[ƻǊŘΦέ ¦Ƙ hƘΧΧ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ 
alright, The Lord God Almighty who 
ά{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘέ όWŜǊΦ мтΥмлύ !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
thought of this my soul seems to 
shutter in terror, and well it should! 
The creator of the universe is not 
only watching what I do, but he 
knows why I do it! 
 Thanks be to God that I do 
not have to linger in the cold corner 
of self righteousness and false hu-
mility. I can turn to the warmth and 
do everything for God and his king-
ŘƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΥ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ƳŜ 
oh God and know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious thoughts. See 
if there is any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlast-
ƛƴƎΦέόtǎŀƭƳ мофΥно-24) The way ev-
erlasting is to remain in Jesus and he 
will remain in us, (John 15:4-5) only 
then can we bear good fruit. The 
oddity to my flesh is that when my 
spirit remains in Him the ones I love 
are ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧΧΧΦΦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
one watching. My performance can 
be replaced with offering a life I do 
not own, and the human souls 
around me may have a destination I 
should be concerned with. 
 Good fruit needs to grow, 
and it is hard to grow anything in 
cold dark corners, even dark corners 
of a kingdom. Lord drag me into 
Your Light! 

I am on vacation the first 
part of August and Mike Star has 
once again offered up a thoughtful 
article.   Thanks Mike!  

Have you ever thought 
that sometimes you may 
have done the right thing 
for the wrong reason? 
Have you ever known 
what absolutely needed to 
be done, carried out the 
duty with success, but 
what propelled the action 
was not the most noble of 
fuels? I have to be hon-
est,  ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L 
am alone (safety in num-
bers) I have a hard time 
picking up a bubble gum 
wrapper from the church 
parking lot without won-
dering if may be one of 
the other humans wit-
nessed it. May be some-
body saw the action and is 
pondering how humble I 
am, or what a good guy I 
am, or what a devoted 
trustee I am (right here it 
is OK for my fellow trus-
ǘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǎƻƴ άƪŜŜǇ 
ƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴΩύ 

 At one of our re-
cent Wednesday night 
Bible studies at my house 
at 6:30PM of which all 
men are welcome to at-  
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  PROCLAIMER  
        ñtouching lives with Godôs truth and loveò 

From Pastor Brad Hoganson                   
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August 4th ï Summer Concert Series @ Canyon Hills  

Community Church in Bothell Featured artist: Josh Wilson  

http://www.myspace.com/joshwilson 

 

August 11th ï Summer Concert Series @ Canyon Hills Community Church 

in Bothell Featured Artist: Paul Aldrich http://www.paulaldrich.com/ 

 

August 18th ï Summer Concert Series @ Canyon Hills Community Church 

in Bothell, Featured Artist: Starfield http://www.starfieldonline.com/ 

 

August 25th ï Messy Night @ Youth Group 

 

August 27th ,  District Lock-In  

4:00  Leave Word of Life  

5:00  Cornerstone Church in Ferndale, 5732 Olson Rd.  

Bring permission slip, swim suit, $20, 

Towel, Socks and dry clothes. 

Return to Word of Life 7:30am  

 

 
Pastor:  

Brad Hoganson  

 

Office e -mail  

wordoflife65  

@hotmail.com  

 

Phone & FAX   

(360) 659-6716  

 

Church Website  

www.wordoflife  

lb.org  

Youth Director:  

Brian Dixen  

Youth e-mail  

bdb517@msn.com 

 

Office Hours  

9:30 pm-3:30 pm 

 

9028 51st Ave NE 

Marysville, WA   

98270  

 

íCome, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker; for He is our God and we are the people of His  

pasture, the flock under His care.î 

 

Youth  

Director  

Brian Dixen  

http://www.myspace.com/joshwilson
http://www.paulaldrich.com/
http://www.starfieldonline.com/

